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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention is a walker and tray combination, and a method for providing the same. 

The inventive combination 
The inventive combination includes a first pair of spaced-apart legs connected to one 
5 another by a first upper connecting bar that extends between upper ends of each of the first 
pair of legs. The combination fiuther includes a second pair of spaced-apart l^s similarly 
connected to one another. At least one strut connects tiie firet pair of legs to the second pair 
of legs. 

The inventive combination fimher includes a connector configured to selectively 
10 retain tiie tray in either a primary position, wherein tiie first and second connecting bars 
support tiie tray, or a secondary position, wherein tiie tray is in a plane generally parallel to 
the first pair of legs. 

In a preferred embodiment, the connector is on a lower surfece of the tray and grips 
tiie first upper connecting bar when the tray is in eitiier the primary position or tiie secondary 
15 position. Optionally, tiie inventive combination may include a first lower connecting bar 
tiiat connects tiie first pair of legs to one anotiier, and a second connector on tiie lower 
surface of the tray that grips the first lower comiecting bar when the tray is in the secondary 
position. 

The invention may also inchide a connector on the lower surface of tiie tray that is 
20 positioned to grip the second upper connecting bar when the tray is in tiie primary position. 
The connectors, as referred to herein, may comprise at least one biasable claw configured to 
releasably grip the respective portions of tiie walker. In a preferred embodiment, tiie tray is 
polymethyl methacralate. 
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A first handlebar may extend upwardly fi-om an upper end of at least one of the first 
pair of spaced-apart legs; likewise, a second handlebar may extend upwardly from an upper 
end of at least one of the second pair of spaced apart legs. In this embodiment, the first and 
second handlebars may cooperate to limit movement of the tray in a direction generaUy 
parallel to the first and second upper connecting bars when the tray is in the primary position. 
Optionally, the tray may cantileverly extend outwardly from the walker when the tray is in 
the primaiy position. 

The inventive method 

The inventive method includes the steps of providing a first pair of spaced-apart legs, 
and comiecting the first pair of spaced apart legs to one another by a first upper comiecting 
bar that connects an upper end of each of the first pairofl^s. Similarly, the inventive 
method also includes providing a second pair of spaced-apart legs, and similarly comiecting 
the second pair of with an analogous second upper connecting bar. 

The method also includes connecting the first pair of legs to the second pair of legs 
with at least one strut, and configuring the tray to be selectively comiectable to the walker in 
one of a primary position (wherein the first and second upper comiecting bars support the 
tray) or a secondary position (wherein the tiay is secured to the walker in a generafly paraUel 
rdation with each of the first pair of legs). 

Optionally, the inventive method may include the steps of providing a lower 
comiecting bar comiecting the first pair of legs and positioning a first comiector on a lower 
suifece of the tray in such a way that the first comiector to grips the first upper comiecting 
bar when the tray is in any one of the primaiy position or the secondaiy position. Also, this 
embodiment ofthe method may include the steps of positioning a second comiector on a 
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lower surface of the tray, and configuring the second connector so that it grips first lower 
connecting bar when the tray is in the secondary position. 

In another preferred embodiment of the method, the invention may include the steps 
of securing a first comiector to a lower surface of the tray in a location adjacent to a lateral 
edge of the tray, and configuring the first comiector to grip the first comiecting bar. 
Similarly, this embodiment will include the fiirther steps of securing a second comiector to a 
lower surfece of the tray and positioning the second comiector to grip the second comiectmg 

bar when the tray is in the primary position. Furthermore, one may select biasable claws to 
serve as connectors. 

In a preferred embodiment of the method the invention includes the steps of 
positioning a first and second handlebars to extend upwardly fi-om respective upper ends of 
at least one of each of the first pair or second pairs of spaced-apart legs. The handlebars 
should be positioned so as to Umit movemem in a direction parallel to the first and second 
upper connecting bars when the tray is in the primary position. 

Of course, the tray - which may be composed of polymethyl methacralate -may be 
removable entirely fi-om the walker. 
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Other objects, advantages and novel features of the present invention will become 
apparent from the following detailed description of the invention when considered m 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the walker and tray combination, showing the tray 
in its primary position. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the walker and tray combination, showing the tray in 
its secondary position. 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the tray as positioned in Figure 2, showing in 
detail the connector and the lower connecting bar of the walker. 

Figure 4 is an isolated exploded perspective view detailing the tray and the 
connectors. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the inventive combination 10 of a walker 12 
and a tray 14. The walker 12 includes a first pair of legs 16 having a first upper connecting 
bar 1 8 and a first lower connecting bar 19. First handlebars 26 are positioned adjacent an 
uppo- end of each of the first pair of legs 16. 

StiU referring to Figure 1, the walker 12 fiirther includes at least one strut 20 
connecting the first pair of legs 16 to the second pair of legs 22. In preferred embodiments, 
the second pair of legs 22 is substantiafly analogous and symmetric with respect to the first 
pair of legs 16. As such, a second upper connecting bar 24 connects the legs of the second 
pair 22 at a point adjacent an upper end of the l^s 22, and a second lower connecting bar 25 
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extends between the legs of the second pair of legs 22 at a point intermediate the upper and 
lov/er ends of each of the second pair of legs. 

Figure 1 also shows the tray 14 in its primary position. A plurality of connectors 30, 
32 are secured to the lower surface 1 5 of the tray 14. The first connector 30 is shown to 
5 include a pair of biasable claws secured to the lower surface 15; however, other types of 
connectors are certainly within the scope of the invention. For example, magnetic connectors 
may be positioned to releasably grip the first upper connecting bar 18, or a male-female type 
of connecting means may also be used wherein the upper connecting bar bears one of a male 
or a female connector configured to mate with a female or male connector positioned on the 
10 tray. In any regard, it is preferred that the connection, whatever type is selected, holds the 
tray steady, but is removable with little effort. 

Still referring to Figure 1, it should be noted that the connector 30 may include only a 
single biasable claw. As the tray 14 is lowered onto the respective upper connecting bars 18, 
19, the connectors 30 outwardly deform to receive the first upper connecting bar 30, thereby 
15 creating a snap-like fit wherein the tray is retained in the first position. In one embodiment 
of this invention, the lower surface of the tray rests directly on the second upper connecting 
bar 24. However, another connector (not shown) may also be positioned on the lower 
surface and configured to releasably grip the second upper connecting bar 24 to retain the 
tray 14 in the primary position. 

20 As shown in Figure 1, the tray 14 should be dimensioned so that its width W is only 

slightly less than the distance!) that separates each leg of the first and second pairs of legs, 
16, 22. Thus, when the tray 14 is connected to the walker 12 in its primary position, the legs 
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16, 22 and handlebars 26, 28 cooperate to limit movement of the tray 14 in a direction 
generally parallel to the first and second upper connecting bars 18, 24. 

Still referring to Figure 1, the tray 14 may extend cantileverly past a plane 
containing the second pair of 1^ 22 to form a ledge 36. 

As seen in Figure 1, the connector 32 on the lower surfece 15 is nonfiinctional when 
the tray 14 is in the primary position. Rather, in this shown embodiment of the combination 
10 that is shown in Figure 1, the lower surfece 15 of the tray rests directly upon the second 
uppei^24. Ofcourse, an additional connector (not shown) may be secured to the lower 
surface 15 and positioned to grip the second upper connecting bar 24 when the tray 14 is in 
its primary position, as shown. For the sake of easing and expediting assembly, and 
reducing the number of required component parts, however, an additional connector is not 
preferred. The placement of the second connector 32, and the option of a thkd connector are 
discussed in greater detail Avith regard to Figure 2. 

Figure 2 shows the inventive combination 10 of a walker 12 and a tray 14, showing 
instead the tray 14 in a secondary position. The parts of the walker 12 and tray 14 are 
identical to the parts discussed with regard to Figure 1. 

As shown in Figure 2, the tray 14 when in the secondary position is attached to the 
walker 12 in a generally parallel relation to a plane containing the first pair of legs 16 and 
the first upper 1 8 and first lower 19 connecting bars. A pair of connectors 30, 32 are secured 
to a lower surface 15 of the tray 14, and are positioned to releasably grip the first upper 
connecting bar 18 and first lower connecting bar 19, respectively. 

As shown in Figure 2, the connector 30 includes a pair of biasable claws arranged in 
a generally collinear feshion on the lower surface 15 of the tray 14, and positioned 
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substantiaUy adjacent a lateral edge 34 of the tray 14. Of course, a single claw could be used, 
and is certainly within the scope of the invention. 

As shown in Figure 2, a second connector 32 is positioned to grip the lower 
connecting bar 19 when the tray 14 is in its secondary position. In a preferred embodiment 
of the combination 10, the first lower connecting bar 19 and the second upper connecting bar 
24 are equidistant firom the first upper connecting bar 18. Thus, in tiiis embodiment, a single 
connector 32 may grip dtiier tiie first lower connecting bar 19 (when the tray is in the 
secondary position as shown in Figure 2), or tiie second upper connecting bar 24 (when tiie 
tray is in tiie primary position, as shown in Figure 1). Of course, a tiiird or fourth connector 
(not shown) may be positioned on a lower surface of the tray in the event tiie first lower 
connecting bar 19 and the second upper connecting bar 24 are NOT in feet equidistant from 
the first upper connecting bar 18. 

Figure 3 shows a close-up, cross-sectional view detailing the cooperative connection 
between the tray 14, the second connector 32, and tiie first lower connecting bar 19. The 
second connector 32 is a claw having biasable fingers 38 that deform outwardly to allow the 
second lower connecting bar 19 to enter tiie connector 32. Once in tiie position as shown in 
Figure 3, the fingers 38 are biased back into a position tiiat grips tiie second lower connecting 
bar 19 and holds tiie tray 14 in place. Of course, tiie first connector<s) 30 are shown to be 
analogous in structure, but they need not be. Ratiier, any known type of connection, such as 
a male-female connection, a snap-fit connection, or a magnetic-type of coupling would be 
within the scope of the invention. 

Figure 4 shows an isolated perspective view of tiie tray 14. The tray 14 bears holes 
40; a screw 4 1 passes through each respective hole 40 and secures a respective connector 
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30, 32 to the lower surface 15 of the tray 14. Preferably, the screws 41 each bear a flat-head 
that can become flush with the upper surface 13 of the tray 14. When in its primary position, 
the tray 14 may be used as a desk; thus, an indent 43 may be formed on an upper surfece 13 
of the tray 14 and may serve as a pencil holder. Also, a large aperture 44 may be formed to 
5 serve as a holder for a cup 46. 

Although the present invention has been described and illustrated in detail, it is to be 
clearly understood that the same is by way of illustration and example only, and is not to be 
taken by way of limitation. The spirit and scope of the present invention are to be limited 
10 only by the tains of the appended claims. 
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